[Spontaneous remission in chronic lymphatic leukemia].
We describe three patients with chronic lymphocytic leukemia who had a complete spontaneous remission, and review the cases reported in the literature. The mechanism leading to spontaneous remission is unknown, but it is speculated that the loss of a leukemia inducing oncogene or the reappearance of a leukemia suppressor gene could be involved. The interesting observation that, in some reported patients, the remission followed a viral infection, raises the question whether a virus-induced defense mechanism plays a causal role.